INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE PRESIDING JUDGE

Thank you for being a Teen Court Judge. Your participation in this program helps our youth
volunteers and the youth that have had their first encounter with the criminal justice system.
Please note: A Teen Court Hearing is slightly different from the standard District Court trials.

Teen Court begins promptly at 6:00pm. We would suggest planning to arrive by 5:45pm in
order to prepare for the trial. Please check in with the Teen Court Coordinator/Case Manager to
let them know you are there when you arrive.

It is important that the conduct of these proceedings reflect your personality and style. We
want the youth to experience your leadership. One decision that you will need to make before
court is to decide how you will address the youth before court. We try not to call the youth “the
defendant”, “the juvenile”, or “the accused”. | usually address them by their first or last name.
Please feel free to use what works best for you and will best fit your personal style.

Teen Court is the only one of its kind in Randolph County. Teen Court is not a court that
determines guilt or innocence. The defendants have already admitted what they have done is
wrong. The Teen Court Jury will hear about what they have done and render a constructive
sentence. This constructive sentence allows the person before the court to do good things for
our community, such as community service. Inform everyone in the courtroom that both
participants and observers must take the Oath of Confidentiality. This is done for the benefit of
the person before the court. To ensure that his/her case will not be discussed outside the
courtroom.

During courtroom proceedings, there can be a time when the defendant could start hedging
about whether he/she done anything wrong and possibly could deny that anything was done
wrong. In this case the trial should be stopped and the person reminded that they have already
admitted wrongdoing, and if they change their mind we could stop the trial and send them back
to the referring agency to pursue criminal charges in Juvenile Court. During the testimony you
should keep track of what is being said, and if the Attorneys get into an area or are heading to
an area they should not be in, direct them out. If the proceedings are heading in a direction you
do not like, you are the Judge. Stop the proceedings and change the course.

After the constructive sentence has been given, you are encouraged to speak with the
defendant and his/her parent of guardian regarding the charge. You are also encouraged to
mention to the Defendant the purpose and benefit of the sentences imposed and what his/her
sentence could have been if they were being charged as an adult. Any other remarks you may
wish to add concerning staying out of trouble in the future, and so forth are also encouraged.

Again, thank you for taking the time from your busy schedule to help the youth of your
community. | believe that when you finish your session you will be pleased that you had the
opportunity to see these youth in action.



